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WORLD HERITAGE

Activists flag reservoir risks

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

A group of environmentalists has asked
a House committee to investigate two
reservoir construction projects which
they say could pose a threat to the Dong
Phayayen-Khao Yai Forest Complex, a
Unesco World Heritage site.

Suthee Rattanamongkol, leader of
the Khao Yai Forest Conservation Net-
work, yesterday handed a letter asking
the House committee on land, natural
resources, and environment, to inves-
tigate the Klong Madue reservoir con-
struction project in Nakhon Nayok and
another reservoir construction project
near the forest complex.

Mr Suthee said that the two construc-
tion projects proposed by the Royal Irri-
gation Department could lead to the

News ID: C-241106001038 (6 Nov 24/04: 07)

torest complexlosing its World Heritage
status. “If the projects are allowed to
go ahead, more than 20,000 rai of the
forest complex, which is crucial to the
ecological system, will disappear, and
forest wildlife will lose their natural
habitat,’ he said.

During its 44th session in China in
2021, the World Heritage Committee
asked the Thai government “to perma-
nently cancel plans for any construc-
tion of dams with reservoirs” within
the forest complex and “to undertake
a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) for the river basin”.

The forest complex was made a
natural World Heritage site in 2005. It
extends 230km from Khao Yai National
Park to Ta Phraya National Park, which
borders Cambodia.
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SOCIAL SCENE

PALM PLAN: Kanjana Kwanmuang, centre, of the Office of Agricultural
Economics, recently joined the ‘Thailand's Sustainable Palm Oil Industry
2024: Strategies To Boost Thai Palm Qil's Global Market Opportunities’
briefing, organised by the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil at the Foreign
Carrespondents’ Club of Thailand.
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