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Suriya Accelerates Korat International Horticultural Expo 2029
to Meet BIE Standards, Shows 76% Progress for Udon Thani
Expo

Governmentpolicy 15 May 2026 11:07 GMT+7

| See original (Thai) » I (D Share 0 @ @ @

"Suriya" speeds up preparations for the Korat International Horticultural Expo 2029 to meet
new BIE standards and reveals that the Udon Thani International Horticultural Expo 2026 is
already over 76% complete.,
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Moving forward with "Korat International Horticultural Expo
2029" to elevate standards to a global level.

Mr. Suriya Juangroongruangkit, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, chaired the first
2026 meeting of the Executive Committee for the Korat International Horticultural Expo
2029 at the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives meeting room (123). The meeting
reviewed overall progress and readiness in event design, site management, infrastructure
development including transportation, and facilitation within the event area, to ensure
compliance with World Expo standards.

Integrating all sectors to meet the new BIE criteria.

Mr. Suriya revealed that the Korat International Horticultural Expo 2029 (International
Horticultural Expo 2029 Korat Thailand) is scheduled from 10 November 2029 to 28
February 2030 under the theme "Nature & Greenery: Envisioning the Green Future." The
expo covers five main concepts: the world's kitchen and future food, sustainable
horticultural technology and innovation, livable cities of the future, biodiversity, and nature,
art, and culture. The Ministry of Agriculture, through the Department of Agriculture as the
lead agency, collaborates with related ministries such as Foreign Affairs, Transport, Natural
Resources and Environment, Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation, and
Tourism and Sports to plan the site's development according to World Expo standards. The
Bureau of International Expositions (BIE) has adopted these criteria to enhance rigor,
transparency, and raise evaluation standards across all dimensions for the first time.

Update on progress of the "Udon Thani International
Horticultural Expo 2026."

The meeting also acknowledged the progress of the Udon Thani International Horticultural
Expo 2026, scheduled from 1 November 2026 to 14 March 2027 at the Nong Da Wetlands
area, Kud Sa Subdistrict, Mueang District, Udon Thani Province. Overall progress stands at
76.96%, with main building structures fully completed at 100%, while architectural and
system works continue, and landscape architecture is 54.33% complete. Currently, 17
countries and organizations have confirmed participation in the international garden
exhibition, with an additional 9 organizations coordinating and showing interest in
participating in the organizational garden displays.
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The Ministry of Agriculture revealed that agricultural GDP grew by 2.4% in the first quarter
of 2026, benefiting from good water availability and weather conditions, while also
outlining plans to monitor El Nifio and rising energy and fertilizer costs in the second half of
the year.

Mr. Suriya Juangroongruangkit, Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, disclosed that the
agricultural economy in the first quarter of 2026 (January-March 2026) expanded by 2.4%
compared to the same period in 2025. This growth was due to continuous rainfall throughout
2025, which ensured sufficient water in reservoirs and natural sources for planting and crop
growth. Additionally, favorable weather conditions supported healthy development of plants
and animals. However, in March 2026, the conflict in the Middle East caused global crude oil
prices to rise. Nevertheless, domestic fuel price controls in early March 2026, along with
existing stocks of some agricultural inputs like chemical fertilizers and pesticides, limited the
impact on production costs this quarter. The crop, livestock, and forestry sectors all showed
growth.

“For the agricultural econaomic outlook for the full year 2026, growth is expected between
0.5% and 1.5% compared to 2025. This is supported by adequate water levels in large and
medium reservoirs, effective water management, disaster preparedness, continuous control
and monitoring of plant, animal, and fish diseases, promotion of agricultural technology and
innovation, and enhancement of agricultural product quality and standards. However, risks
remain from weather variability, especially the potential onset of El Nifio in the second half of
2026, which may cause drought and dry spells, as well as from oil and chemical fertilizer
prices, stricter trade policies of key trading partners, exchange rate volatility, and slowing
global economic growth,” Mr. Suriya said.
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Unveiling urgent measures to support farmers and
reduce costs

Mr. Suriya added that the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives has set strategies for both
immediate measures and continuous agricultural development to address various risks. In the
short term, priority is given to managing basic factors affecting farmers' production costs,
such as distributing diesel and B20 fuel through cooperatives, promoting the combined use
of chemical and organic fertilizers based on soil analysis, encouraging biofertilizers and
precision agriculture technologies, improving water management, implementing artificial
rainmaking, and preparing water pumps in drought-prone areas. These efforts aim to alleviate
production costs and mitigate weather-related risks. For ongoing development, the focus is
on enhancing production efficiency, reducing costs, and boosting competitiveness by
promoting appropriate precision agriculture technologies and innovations according to area
capabilities and farmer needs, reskilling and upskilling farmers, and supporting low-interest
loans for agricultural machinery to strengthen sustainable resilience.
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In-depth analysis of five agricultural sectors: crop
and livestock grow, fisheries contract

Regarding Mr. Peeraphan Kothong, Secretary-General of the Office of Agricultural
Economics (OAE), who provided details for each sector: The crop sector in Q1, the main driver
of agricultural growth, expanded by 3.7% compared to the same period in 2025. This was due
to sufficient water availability and generally favorable weather, enabling farmers to plant
continuously. Key crops with increased output included animal feed corn, sugarcane for
factories, rubber, Pattavia pineapple, oil palm, as well as important fruits like durian,
mangosteen, and rambutan. Particularly, off-season fruit production in southern Thailand rose
due to improved orchard management and previous tree rest and nutrient accumulation.
Conversely, rice (both wet and dry season) production declined, influenced by unappealing
prices last season leading some farmers to switch to more profitable crops such as sugarcane
and animal feed corn. Additionally, some areas experienced delayed floodwater drainage,
preventing normal dry-season rice planting. Cassava was affected by lower prices and viral
leaf disease in main growing areas, while longan in the eastern region saw reduced flowering
and fruit set due to decreased use of flowering stimulants and tree care because of high
costs.
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As for crop product prices received by farmers this quarter, trends varied. Cassava and
longan prices increased due to reduced yields but continued demand, while prices for rice,
animal feed corn, sugarcane for factories, Pattavia pineapple, rubber, oil palm, and durian
declined due to increased market supply, intensified global competition, and slower demand
from trading partners.

Livestock sector expanded by 0.4% in Q1 compared to the same period in 2025. Qutput
volumes of most key livestock products were stable or slightly increased, despite farmers
facing high rearing costs. Broiler production expanded to meet domestic and export demand.
Egg production rose due to a large number of laying hens in cages and favorable weather
from late 2025 to early 2026. Raw milk increased thanks to suitable weather conditions. Pork
production remained stable as farmers maintained production levels and controlled sow
numbers appropriately to match consumption demand and production costs.

Regarding livestock product prices, broiler prices rose due to high production costs
including feed and transportation, along with sustained market demand. In contrast, pork,
mixed eggs, and raw milk prices declined due to continuous supply in the market.

Fisheries sector contracted by 1.3% in Q1 compared to the same period in 2025. High
production costs, such as feed and energy expenses, coupled with slower market demand,
led to decreased marine fishery output, especially whiteleg shrimp and other seafood landed
at ports. Some shrimp farmers reduced farming areas, temporarily rested ponds, or lowered
stocking rates due to high costs and weather fluctuations affecting water quality. Marine
fishery operators reduced fishing trips because fuel is a major cost and prices remain high.
However, production of Nile tilapia and catfish increased due to sufficient natural water
availability and good farm management. Regarding fishery product prices, Nile tilapia prices
rose with increased domestic demand, while whiteleg shrimp prices fell due to processing
factories slowing purchases amid reduced foreign orders. Catfish prices dropped due to
supply exceeding market demand.

Agricultural services sector contracted by 0.6% in Q1 compared to the same period in 2025.
Prices of key crops like dry-season rice and cassava declined in the previous year, causing
some farmers to delay, reduce, or halt planting. This led to decreased demand for land
preparation and harvesting services, especially for dry-season rice and cassava. The forestry
sector grew by 0.5% compared to the same period in 2025, driven by increased eucalyptus
demand for domestic pulp production and exports of wood chips to Japan and Indonesia for
pulp industry raw materials and biomass power plant fuel. Conversely, rubberwood and
charcoal production declined.
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Suriyas Enforces Strict Thai Durian Standards, Enables 24-Hour
Exports, Targets Revenue Over 150 Billion Baht

oficy 16 May 2026 1527 GMI+7
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transl

Suriyas orders strict control of Thai durian standards, highlighting the “Four No's” measures and enabling 24-hour export facilitation. He is confident
in maintaining Thailand's leading position in the Chinese market and pushing this year's revenue beyond 150 billion baht.

The government aims to boost Thai durian exports to surpass 150 billion baht.
competition, especially from regional competitors increasing their export volumes.

Suriyas assessed that "quality and trust” will be key factors in retaining customers in China, Thailand's largest export market. Competition now goes
beyond price to include food safety standards, traceability systems, and product reliability. Thai durian is thus a crucial economic driver, linking

farmers’ incomes, exporters, logistics systemns, and Thailand's food image on the global stage.

Export statistics surge beyond 50 billion baht, efforts to close trust gaps intensified.

According to the |atest data from the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives, Thailand has exported over 28,500 shipments of fresh durian, totaling
maora than 460,000 tons and generating over 52.5 billion baht in value, These figures reflect strong demand in international markets.

However, the Ministry acknowledges risks that could undermine partner countries’ confidence, particularly issues of illegal harvesting of unripe
durians, detection of pests, chemical residues, including Basic Yellow 2 (BYZ2). The Chinese market has significantly tightened import standards

recently.

Highlighting the “Four No's” measures to elevate quality and open 24-hour exports.

To address these challenges, Suriyas instructed the Department of Agriculture to intensify guality control measures under the “Four No's” policy,
which includes:

1. No unripe durians
2. No worms

3. No mislabeling or false claims

News ID: I1-1260517
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4. No chemical residues

Additionally, processes have been improved to facilitate exporters by implementing a 24-hour export facilitation system, increasing staff at
inspection points. accelerating integration of the e-Phyto and TAS-License systems to enhance traceability, reduce redundancy. and solve goods
backleg at checkpoints. Laboratory testing for chemical residues has been upgraded to meet Chinese authorities’ recommendations.
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Launching “Quality Durian Gardens” to align with the global green market trend.

Simultaneously, the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives unveiled model “Quality Durian Gardens” focusing on reducing chemical fertilizers and
agricultural chemicals by promoting the use of biofertilizers, bioproducts, and organic fertilizers. This aims to raise Thai fruit safety standards and
respond to the global green market trend.

Rapeepat Jantrasrivong, Director-General of the Department of Agriculture, added that the department is accelerating development of a
comprehensive fruit export management system, covering the sorting and packaging process, laboratories, and using digital systems to ensure Thai
fruit exports meet higher standards, transparency, and faster operations.

Read more news " Government Policy " updates

Al-Trareiated *Thiz English content iz automatically translated from Thal version by Al Thairath does not guarantes socuracy, completeneas, ar refiability of the
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Suriya Orders the Royal Irrigation
Department to Proactively Manage Water
with a Five-Point Plan to Address EI Niio
and Dry Spells in the EEC Area

Governmentpolicy 17 May 2026 15:30 GMT+T

¢

Minister Suriya has instruced the Rayal Irrigation Departhﬁent and all relevant agncies to
proactively manage water resources to prepare for El Nifio, implementing a five-point plan to
comprehensively manage water-related risks.
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Suriya Jungrungreangkit. Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives, revealed after visiting the
Phakdi Ramphai Drainage Canal Project under the royal initiative in Mueang District. Chanthaburi
Province. and receiving a briefing on water conditions and management in the Eastern Economic
Corridor (EEC) at Prasae Reservoir. Wang Chan District. Rayong Province, that Thailand faces a
risk of below-normal rainfall from mid-2026 through 2027 due to weather fluctuations and EI Nifio.
He ordered the Royal Irrigation Department and all related agencies to immediately implement
proactive water management, covering storage, allocation, and efficient use to support farmers, the
public, and industry. For the EEC area, water pumping to link canals and reservoirs must meet
demand. Regarding this year's rainy season and dry spells, he urged agencies to closely monitor
rainfall and water situations and prepare machinery and eguipment to assist farmers and citizens

promptly.
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Headline: Suriya Orders the Royal Irrigation Department to Proactively Manage Water with a Five-Point Plan to...

Minister Suriya added that in case of flooding, all agencies must protect critical areas such as
hospitals, temples, historical sites, and key provincial and community locations to minimize
damage and impact. If dry spells occur, the Royal Irrigation Department is tasked with providing
water trucks and pumps to assist affected citizens and farmers immediately.

"Water is not only a production input but also fundamental infrastructure for Thailand’s economy.
The EEC area must ensure water security alongside energy and logistics to support investment "
Minister Suriya said.
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He affirmed that the government does not view the situation as a crisis but is "accelerating
preparedness” to manage all risks through five measures: 1) Accelerate water storage in all areas,
including reservoirs, community water sources, and medium- to small-scale distribution systems, to
reserve water for dry spells or drought seasons; 2) Manage water according to priority and spatial
data by integrating with energy, industry, and local administrative agencies, 3) Promote more
efficient water use, especially in agriculture, through precise irrigation systems, soil analysis,
planting plans, and climate-smart agriculture technologies; 4) Closely monitor and forecast water
situations and crop yields to provide advance warnings and information to farmers and businesses,
reducing damage and market volatility, and 5) Support increasing "water productivity," meaning
each unit of water should generate greater output, income, and added value over time. Thailand
must shift from short-term drought solutions to strategic water management to ensure food security,
economic stability, and long-term national investment

=
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"l believe that If all sectors cooperate using scientific data and efficient management, Thailand can
overcome this climate variability and turn risks into opportunities to strengthen agriculture and the
economy,” Minister Suriya said.
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